
 

Climate Action Network - Réseau action climat Canada 2021 Election Survey 

This election, climate ambition is more urgent than ever. With the IPCC’s “code red” report 
published in August and wildfires raging across Canada this summer, climate is a top issue for 
Canadians, and voters deserve to understand what each party has promised to do to fight the 
crisis. 

Climate Action Network Canada - Réseau action climat (CAN-Rac) sent this election 
questionnaire to Canadian federal parties. These questions are based on the priorities 
identified by our membership - what parties must commit to in order to demonstrate real 
climate leadership. 

Most parties responded; the Conservative Party did not. When a party did not directly answer a 
yes/no question but submitted long-form comments that made the answer clear, the CAN-Rac 
team supplied the short answer based on the comments provided. The long-form answers were 
translated but not edited. 

This questionnaire shows what each party has committed to doing; it is not an examination of 
their records or a detailed analysis of their proposals. Instead, it is meant to shed light on how 
their promises measure up against the essential elements of leadership in a climate emergency. 

Survey questions: 

Does your party commit to fully implement the 94 calls to action of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission? 

Does your party commit to fully and sincerely implementing the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples? 

Does your party commit to implementing in full the Assembly of First Nations Joint Committee 
on Climate Action recommendations, published in their 2020 annual report? 

Does your party commit to strengthening and achieving Canada’s current greenhouse gas 
(GHG) reduction targets under the Paris Agreement so that they are in line with Canada’s fair 
share of the global effort to limit the average global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, which 
requires reducing domestic emissions by at least 60% below 2005 levels by 2030? 

Does your party commit to use a combination of all available policy tools — regulations, carbon 
pricing, financial support for zero-carbon technologies, government procurement— and to 
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Does your party commit to fully implement the 94 calls to action of the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission?  

Bloc québécois : Yes 

Green Party: Yes 

NDP: Yes 

Liberal: Yes 

If relevant, please elaborate 

Bloc québécois: The Bloc Québécois has worked closely with national First Nations, Métis and 

Inuit organizations to introduce and have the House of Commons unanimously pass a motion 

on June 21, 2021, demanding that the government move quickly to fulfill all 94 of the TRC's 

calls to action. In the future, the Bloc will not fail to remind the government and the other 

parties of the promise they made to Aboriginal peoples and will not rest until all 94 TRC calls 

for action are implemented. 

NDP: In partnership with Indigenous peoples, a New Democrat government will fully implement 

the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action. 

reduce Canada’s GHGs in all economic sectors including oil and gas, transportation, electricity, 
heavy industry, buildings, agriculture and waste? 

Does your party commit to double international climate finance by mobilizing CAD$5.3 billion 
annually until 2025, with CAD$1.8 specifically from public sources, and ensure that 50% of 
climate finance will go to adaptation finance, aligned with the Feminist International Assistance 
Policy? 

Does your party commit to use government policies to strengthen and create new careers in 
the green economy, while immediately ending the expansion of fossil fuel production in 
Canada and rejecting all new and proposed fossil fuel projects currently going through the 
federal evaluation system? 

Does your party commit to ending all subsidies, public finance and other fiscal supports to the 
oil and gas sector, including both tax and non-tax measures, financial support provided through 
Export Development Canada and spending on the TransMountain pipeline and expansion 
project? 

Does your party commit to legislate the development of a national strategy to redress 
environmental racism, building on last Parliament's Bill C-230?

 of 2 22



CAN-Rac 2021 Election Survey  

New Democrats will work with Indigenous peoples to co-develop a National Action Plan for 

Reconciliation, drawing directly from the Calls to Action and the Declaration to ensure that 

Canada’s laws, policies, and practices are consistent with Canada’s human rights 

commitments – including cultural rights, land rights, and rights to self-determination and 

self-government. 

Through legislation, we will establish a National Council for Reconciliation to provide 

oversight and accountability for this process, reporting regularly to Parliament and 

Canadians. 

Liberal: We are committed to implementing the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to 

Action (CTA). Since 2015, we have made progress on implementation and more than 80% of 

the Calls to Action under shared or sole responsibility of the federal government are complete 

or well underway. In the past year alone we implemented: 

• CTA 43: Passed legislation to implement the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). 

• CTA 80: Passed legislation to establish a National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. 

• CTA 94: Passed legislation to replace the Oath of Citizenship and include the recognition 

and affirmation of the Aboriginal and treaty rights of First Nations, Inuit and Métis 

peoples. 

• CTA 15: Appointed the first Commissioner of Indigenous Languages, Ronald E. Ignace. 

• CTA 17: enabled Indigenous peoples, residential school survivors and their families to 

reclaim and use their Indigenous names on valid Canadian passports. 

Does your party commit to fully and sincerely implementing the UN Declaration on the Rights 

of Indigenous Peoples?  

Bloc québécois : Yes 

Green Party: Yes 

NDP: Yes 

Liberal: Yes 

If relevant, please elaborate 
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Bloc québécois: The Bloc Québécois committed in its election platform to press the federal 

government for full implementation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

and we will ensure that the action plan to be tabled in two years includes concrete measures 

for its implementation. The Bloc Québécois was an early supporter of the Declaration and we 

have been present on the floor of the UN General Assembly to promote its adoption. Since its 

signing in 2007, the Bloc has been putting pressure on the Conservative government to adhere 

to this agreement and we have done everything possible to accelerate the adoption of its 

implementation legislation before the election was called. 

NDP: New Democrats first introduced legislation to ensure that Canada aligns its laws with 

UNDRIP in 2016 and we are glad such legislation is finally in place. 

Liberal: The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, or UNDRIP, 

provides a road map to advance lasting reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. That’s why we 

passed legislation to implement UNDRIP here in Canada. 

A re-elected Liberal government will: 

• Take a whole-of-government approach to implementing UNDRIP by including in the 

requirement to implement UNDRIP in all cabinet ministers’ mandate letters and ensure 

their offices and ministries work alongside Indigenous peoples to advance their rights; 

and 

• Deliver an Action Plan, within two years, in collaboration with Indigenous peoples on 

how Canada will achieve the objectives of UNDRIP and take all measures necessary to 

align federal laws with it. The action plan would include measures to: 

◦ Address injustices, combat prejudice and eliminate all forms of violence, racism 

and discrimination against Indigenous peoples; 

◦ Promote mutual respect and understanding, as well as good relations, including 

through human rights education; and 

◦ Ensure Canada is held accountable through regular reporting and oversight. 

Undertaking this work will be broad and inclusive, and include national and regional Indigenous 

organizations, Indigenous rights holders, modern treaty and self-governing nations, women’s 

and youth organizations, 2SLGBTQQIA+ Indigenous persons, urban Indigenous people and 

 of 4 22



CAN-Rac 2021 Election Survey  

other identified Indigenous groups. UNDRIP will be a critical tool in our collective efforts to 

advance the implementation of Indigenous rights, as well as address the legacies of 

colonialism, systemic racism and discrimination faced by Indigenous peoples in Canada. 

Does your party commit to implementing in full the Assembly of First Nations Joint Committee 

on Climate Action recommendations, published in their 2020 annual report? 

Bloc québécois : Prefer not to answer (CAN-Rac assessment: No) 

Green Party: Prefer not to answer 

NDP: Yes  

Liberal: Yes 

If relevant, please elaborate 

Bloc québécois: The Bloc Québécois recognizes the unique perspective of Indigenous Nations 

in the fight against climate change. We will continue to encourage collaborative work to find 

solutions that will help us reach our emission reduction objectives and mitigate and adapt to 

the consequences of climate disruption. 

The work of the Joint Climate Action Committee (JCAC) is mainly aimed at integrating the 

climate priorities of First Nations into federal programs and the Bloc Québécois is in favour of 

this, as long as the inherent rights of Aboriginal nations are respected, including the right to 

self-determination.   

That said, it is Quebec's environmental laws and policies that protect the environment in 

Quebec and lead the Quebec effort to combat climate change. 

For example, an important part of the efforts of the Joint Climate Action Committee (JCAC) is 

the concrete participation of First Nations in the carbon pricing system. However, this policy 

does not apply to Quebec, which has its own cap-and-trade system. 

Green Party: The Green Party of Canada supports these recommendations in principle, but this 

commitment is not currently specified in our 2021 platform as published.  

NDP: New Democrats will build reconciliation into the heart of our plan to address the climate 
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crisis, ensuring First Nations, Inuit and Metis peoples are full and equal partners in Canada’s 

efforts to confront the climate crisis. 

Indigenous peoples are best placed to protect cultural and biological diversity through 

control over their territory. We are committed to working with indigenous governments, 

respecting Indigenous knowledge, and upholding Indigenous rights to protect lands, 

waterways and biodiversity. The means making First Nations, Inuit and Metis peoples full 

and equal partners in Canada’s efforts to build a low carbon future, including encouraging 

energy sustainability in remote communities and equity opportunities for renewable energy 

projects. And it means ensuring Indigenous people - as the original peoples and stewards of 

their territories - a seat at high-level decision-making tables to help direct Canada’s efforts 

to confront the climate crisis. 

Liberal: The Joint Committee on Climate Action provides a forum to collaboratively develop a 

path forward to ensure that First Nations Climate priorities are meaningfully included in 

Government of Canada policies and programming. A re-elected Liberal government will 

continue the important work of the committee and will fully implement the recommendations 

outlined in the Joint Committee on Climate Action 2020 Annual Report. 

Does your party commit to strengthening and achieving Canada’s current greenhouse gas 

(GHG) reduction targets under the Paris Agreement so that they are in line with Canada’s fair 

share of the global effort to limit the average global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, which 

requires reducing domestic emissions by at least 60% below 2005 levels by 2030? 

Bloc québécois : Yes 

Green Party: Yes 

NDP: Prefer not to answer (CAN-Rac assessment: No) 

Liberal: Prefer not to answer (CAN-Rac assessment: No) 

If relevant, please elaborate 
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Bloc québécois: Despite the attention drawn by the COVID-19 pandemic, the critical issue of 

climate change and the ecological transition has been at the heart of the Bloc Québécois' 

political action since the October 2019 election.  

We have made a sustained political effort to convince the federal parties to adopt meaningful 

climate legislation that would require Canada to have a credible plan to reduce GHG emissions 

and to meet its international climate commitments. The Liberals refused the Bloc Québécois 

proposal. 

The Bloc Québécois voted in favour of Bill C-12, but essentially for one reason: because we 

agree with the goal of carbon neutrality by 2050, which is also set out in the Paris Agreement. 

Setting that goal is the essence of what Bill C-12 does. 

The goal should not be to pass a climate law so we can say we passed a climate law. The 

objective is to establish a rigorous legal framework that sets out objectives in law, structures 

climate policy and brings about real changes in governance, institutions and policies, by making 

it mandatory to adopt a concrete action plan that is independently evaluated on its real 

capacity to meet the desired objectives. 

The Bloc Québécois supports carbon neutrality by 2050, but reminds us that this first requires a 

cap on global emissions, which implies rapid and drastic reductions in greenhouse gases. As a 

result, the Liberal government should talk a little less about 2050, and a little more about 2030. 

Moreover, Canada's plans to increase oil and gas production to 2045 are inconsistent with the 

2050 carbon neutrality goal. 

When announcing targets or plans, the government consistently fails to back up its statements 

of intent with real numbers and data: there is a lack of transparency in Canada. 

Climate legislation should fill this gap by verifying that the targets and the measures to achieve 

them are working as advertised. Unfortunately, Bill C-12 will not do this. Thanks to a Bloc 

Québécois amendment, this legislation will be reviewed in five years. 

As part of its proposed improvements to Bill C-12, the Bloc Québécois proposed a new 

Canadian GHG emissions reduction target for 2030 that is compatible with science and 
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consistent with the commitments of other advanced economies that are world leaders in the 

fight against climate change. 

The Bloc Québécois proposed that Canada be as ambitious as Quebec in reducing greenhouse 

gases and adopt the same target as Quebec for 2030, i.e. an emission level 37.5% below the 

1990 base year by 2030. This represents, with the 2005 base year, a reduction of 

approximately 51.48%. This would, of course, be a legally binding minimum target.  

In any case, the Canadian government still refuses to use the same base year as others (such as 

Quebec and the 27 countries of the European Union) to calculate the GHG emission reductions 

that must be achieved, i.e. 1990. 

By using 2005 instead of 1990 as the base year, the Canadian government is giving Canadian 

oil and gas companies a 15-year pollution vacation. 

If he wants to be truthful and transparent, Justin Trudeau must meet two conditions when 

announcing climate targets: 

• When he announces a target or goal, he must provide solid analysis and evidence that 

demonstrates how it can be achieved. 

• He must stop using the 2005 baseline year and use 1990. 

NDP: New Democrats are committed to helping stabilize the global temperature rise to 1.5 

degrees Celsius. To that end we will set a target of reducing Canada’s emissions by at least 

50% from 2005 levels by 2030, reaching further wherever possible to account for Canada’s 

fair share. To achieve these targets, we will eliminate fossil fuel subsidies for profitable oil 

and gas companies and close the loopholes that Liberals and Conservatives have enabled to 

let big polluters off the hook. 

Liberal: Under the previous Conservative government, Canada’s emissions were on a path to be 

12% higher in 2030 than they were in 2005, despite Stephen Harper’s promise to lower 

emissions by 30% by 2030. We knew this wasn’t acceptable and got to work on a serious plan.  

Today, prior to our election commitments, Canada’s emissions are projected by government 

officials to be 36% lower in 2030 compared to 2005 levels. 
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The Liberal Party of Canada is committed to achieving Canada’s new climate targets. That 

includes a 40-45% reduction in emissions by 2030, compared to 2005 levels, and the 

additional actions in our platform will help get us there. Our longer-term target is achieving net-

zero emissions by 2050. Parties promising higher emissions targets have not, based on 

independent analysis, put forward credible plans to achieve those targets. The Conservatives 

would weaken Canada's existing climate target, and rollback climate action advanced by the 

Liberals. 

The Liberal government has: 

• A real plan to fight climate change that, for the first time in Canada’s history, meant a 

• government was on track to exceed a climate target; 

• Put a globally-ambitious price on pollution, that rises to $170 per tonne by 2030, while 

putting more money in the pockets of Canadians; and 

• Enshrined Canada’s net-zero goal into law, including through setting five-year emissions 

reduction targets to hold the government accountable and regular public progress 

reports beginning in 2023. 

A re-elected Liberal government will: 

• Continue to deliver all elements of Canada’s climate plan; and 

• Work with all Canadians and the Net Zero Advisory Body to identify ways to further 

accelerate climate action that will put us on trajectory to achieve net-zero emissions as 

soon as possible and no later than 2050. 

Does your party commit to use a combination of all available policy tools — regulations, carbon 

pricing, financial support for zero-carbon technologies, government procurement— and to 

reduce Canada’s GHGs in all economic sectors including oil and gas, transportation, electricity, 

heavy industry, buildings, agriculture and waste?  

Bloc québécois : Yes 

Green Party: Yes 

NDP: Yes 

Liberal: Yes 

 of 9 22



CAN-Rac 2021 Election Survey  

If relevant, please elaborate 

NDP: Tackling the climate emergency will mean using every possible tool at our disposal. We 

will continue with carbon pricing – set to rise to $170 per tonne by 2010 - while making it 

fairer and rolling back loopholes this Liberal government has given to big polluters. But we also 

recognize that carbon pricing won’t be enough to tackle the climate crisis. Further action is 

needed. We will convert the Canada Infrastructure Bank into a Climate Bank whose mandate 

is to boost investment in renewable energy, energy efficiency and low-carbon 

technology. We will make significant new investments in public transit and climate-related 

infrastructure. We will ensure federal financial levers such as the Bank of Canada are aligned 

with the goal of net-zero. And we will work with partners to establish multi-year national 

and sectoral carbon budgets as a key guiding framework to develop Canada’s path to 2030 

and beyond. 

Liberal: Since September 2020, the Liberal government has allocated $53.6 billion to a green 

economic recovery from COVID-19. This includes historic investments in public transit, active 

transit, conserving and protecting nature, clean power, supporting the development of Canada’s 

clean technology sector, retrofitting homes and investing in green and inclusive community 

buildings, securing jobs to build electric vehicles and buses in Canada, and more. Independent 

analysis has found Canada to be among the top nations in terms of investing for a green 

recovery. These investments are in addition to over $60 billion invested in fighting climate 

change and building a clean economy since 2015. Canada also has a national price on pollution 

to cut emissions effectively, where polluters pay and most Canadians receive more money back 

than they pay, especially lower income Canadians. A re-elected Liberal government would 

move forward with plans for this historic green spending and invest even more in a green 

recovery. 

In addition, a re-elected Liberal will: 

• Deliver on all policy and fiscal measures outlined in our Strengthened Climate Plan from 

December 2020, implement the recently passed Net Zero Emissions Accountability Act, 

and advance new measures to achieve an ambitious 40-45% reduction in emissions by 

2030 compared to 2005 levels. 

 of 10 22



CAN-Rac 2021 Election Survey  

• Work with all Canadians and the Net Zero Advisory Body to identify ways to further 

accelerate climate action that will put us on trajectory to achieve net- zero emissions as 

soon as possible and no later than 2050.  

For example, as part of these plans, we will: 

• Continue to put a rising price on pollution, rising to $170/tonne by 2030, while putting 

more money back into the pockets of Canadians. 

• Introduce a Clean Electricity Standard that will set Canada on a path to cut more 

emissions by 2030 and to achieve a 100% net-zero emitting electricity system by 2035. 

• Develop additional investment tax credits for a range of renewable energy and battery 

storage solutions, to accelerate the deployment of clean energy. 

• Create a Pan-Canadian Grid Council to promote infrastructure investments, smart grids, 

grid integration, and electricity sector innovation with the goal of making Canada the 

most reliable, cost- effective, and carbon-free electricity producer in the world. 

• Ensure oil and gas sector emissions decline at a pace and scale required to achieve net-

zero by 2050 and for the oil and gas sector to make a meaningful contribution to 

Canada’s 2030 climate goals. 

• Require at least half of all new passenger vehicles sold in Canada to be zero emission by 

2030 and all to be zero emission by 2035. 

• Provide up to $5,000 toward zero emission vehicle purchases for over half a million 

Canadians. 

• Build 50,000 more zero emission vehicle chargers. 

• Chart a path toward net-zero buildings across the country, including continuing to 

provide $5,000 grants to upgrade homes, which will help Canadians save on their 

energy costs. 

• Launch a community-led net-zero homes initiative that supports projects that pursue 

multiple concurrent retrofits in a community or neighbourhood, to reduce overall costs. 

This initiative will be modeled on the Dutch “Energiesprong” program 

• Introduce a new Buy Clean Strategy to support and prioritize the use of made-in-Canada 

low-carbon products in public and private infrastructure projects. 

Does your party commit to double international climate finance by mobilizing CAD$5.3 billion 

annually until 2025, with CAD$1.8 specifically from public sources, and ensure that 50% of 
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climate finance will go to adaptation finance, aligned with the Feminist International Assistance 

Policy? 

Bloc québécois: Prefer not to answer (CAN-Rac assessment: No) 

Green Party: Yes 

NDP: Prefer not to answer (CAN-Rac assessment: No) 

Liberal: Yes 

If relevant, please elaborate 

Bloc québécois: The Bloc Québécois advocates a substantial increase in the official 

development assistance envelope and calls for a credible plan to reach the target adopted at 

the UN General Assembly on the recommendation of Lester B. Pearson, i.e. 0.7% of gross 

national product. This is the first condition for increasing climate-related financing.  

As for the private component of the green finance initiative, it must be admitted that it has not 

worked very well so far. It involves moving the Toronto financial sector away from oil 

investments and towards green development initiatives, both here and abroad. These 

institutions will need a clear message from the government. 

Last year, the Bank for International Settlements concluded that Canada's financial system was 

very weakened by its over-investment in zombie oil companies. The financial sector must 

realize that being locked into the 20th century for too long threatens its future stability. This is 

a great opportunity to bring about a green shift on Bay Street.  

During the campaign, we will introduce an initiative to mobilize the pool of capital available at 

financial institutions to fund green development projects or initiatives that improve resilience 

to climate disruption. Our plan will force financial institutions to disclose their climate risk 

exposure in their annual reports as well as their investments in fossil fuel projects. In addition, 

we will build on the report of the Expert Panel on Sustainable Finance to require a gradual 

reduction in the share of oil assets on financial institutions' balance sheets and an increase in 

sustainable assets.  

NDP: New Democrats recognize that Canada has a critical role in contributing to global 

emissions reduction efforts and preventing further climate catastrophe. After having overseen 
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emissions increases and missing every target Canada has set, the Liberals now have a target 

that is not in line with what the best available science says is needed, and won’t do enough 

to prevent the catastrophic consequences of warming above 1.5 degrees. 

A NDP government will implement an ambitious climate plan to get Canada on track for 

meeting its international obligations. We will eliminate fossil fuel subsidies for profitable oil 

and gas companies and re-direct funding towards meeting our climate goals in methods that 

align with adaptation financial accountability initiatives and the Feminist International 

Assistance Policy. We are also committed to boosting Canada’s international development 

assistance, with the goal of contributing 0.7 percent of our Gross National Income to 

international aid. 

New Democrats also recognize that the climate crisis disproportionately impacts low income, 

racialized, and many equity seeking groups. A NDP government will create an Office 

of Environmental Justice to address these climate equities and ensure that our climate goals 

align with community needs. 

Liberal: A significant part of investing in climate and environmental justice is ensuring the 

people most vulnerable to the effects of a changing climate have the resources they need to 

both mitigate and adapt. Canada currently spends more than three times per capita each year 

on international climate finance for vulnerable people than the United States. A re-elected 

Liberal government will continue to provide $5.36 billion over the next five years to 

communities around the world most impacted by climate change, doubling Canada’s previous 

support. This will increase funds to adaptation and biodiversity in particular, and will also 

increase grants to make financial support more accessible. 

  

Does your party commit to use government policies to strengthen and create new careers in 

the green economy, while immediately ending the expansion of fossil fuel production in 

Canada and rejecting all new and proposed fossil fuel projects currently going through the 

federal evaluation system?  

Bloc québécois: Yes 

Green Party: Yes 
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NDP: Prefer not to answer (CAN-Rac assessment: No) 

Liberal: Prefer not to answer (CAN-Rac assessment: No) 

If relevant, please elaborate 

Bloc québécois: The Bloc Québécois proposes to modify Canada's energy trajectory to make it 

compatible with keeping the temperature increase below 1.5 degrees C.  

The Bloc Québécois proposes to immediately stop the increase in production from Canada's oil 

sands and to gradually reduce total crude oil production until 2030. 

The Bloc Québécois proposes to stop the expansion of the Trans Mountain pipeline and will 

oppose any project to export oil from the tar sands. 

The Bloc Québécois reiterates its historic position against all forms of fossil fuel subsidies and 

demands their immediate abolition. We propose to redirect Quebec's share of the money 

invested in fossil fuels to clean energy in Quebec and our research centers, while maintaining 

the necessary funding for the transition away from fossil fuels in Western Canada. 

The Bloc Québécois will oppose the establishment of a Canada-wide energy corridor 

encroaching on Quebec territory, whether it be an oil pipeline or transmission lines, bypassing 

or competing with Hydro-Québec. 

The Bloc Québécois has opposed the Trans Canada Energy East pipeline project. Under no 

circumstances should Quebec accept that new gas and oil pipelines, whose sole purpose is to 

transport tar sands products to the Atlantic provinces for export, cross its territory, endangering 

hundreds of rivers and our river, even though we are committed to the energy transition and 

these projects do not create sustainable jobs or generate positive economic spinoffs here. 

Quebec is not a highway for Canadian oil and gas. 

In September 2020, the Bloc Québécois released its Recovery Plan.   

The result of a vast consultation across the regions of Quebec, the Bloc Québécois' plan was 

based on the transfer to Quebec of the financial means required to fight against COVID-19 in its 

areas of jurisdiction and on an ambitious green recovery focused on the regions. 
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Quebec is a forestry country. Canada is an oil country. While the Liberal Party promises to plant 

trees so they can afford to exploit and export more oil and gas, the Bloc Québécois is working 

to support the development of sustainable forestry. We are building on knowledge and 

innovation to accelerate the transition to a green economy and economic and social 

development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs. 

To transform our economy and develop our sectors of the future, the necessary economic 

recovery from the recession caused by the COVID-19 pandemic is an inescapable opportunity 

to make the right investments. If the government's economic recovery dollars are to serve the 

ecological transition, the wealth and economic growth they generate must translate into a 

reduction in the environmental impacts and GHG emissions that accompany economic activity.  

Creating wealth by reducing the impact on the environment is the condition that must be met 

in order to truly speak of a green recovery. 

Throughout the election campaign, the Bloc Québécois will present structuring proposals in 

order to make gains for Quebec, protect and promote its fundamental values and culture, as 

well as initiate a green recovery that creates wealth for each of its regions through Quebec 

innovation. 

NDP: New Democrats know that skilled Canadian workers - construction, trades, engineering  

and others - will be needed to build a low-carbon economy. We will put those workers front 

and centre of our climate action plan, and fight for workers and their communities to make sure 

nobody is left behind. We have a plan to create over a million new good jobs in all 

communities and rebuild local economies with meaningful, family-sustaining work in every 

part of the country, all while helping to make the changes we need to succeed in a low 

carbon future. 

New Democrats also believe in giving Canadians a stronger voice in energy decisions that 

impact their communities. That’s why we have committed to overhauling the process for 

reviewing major projects to ensure adequate time for public consultation, and provide core 

funding to support Indigenous communities participating in these processes. Our 
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commitment is to ensure that proposed projects align with our emissions reduction targets, 

respect Indigenous rights, and create good jobs here in Canada 

Liberal: A re-elected Liberal government will create new careers in the green economy. Fighting 

climate change and moving to a net-zero future must put workers and communities first. The 

Liberals are committed to achieving net-zero emissions no later than 2050. That means 

reducing and eventually phasing-out fossil fuels. We have an ambitious plan to reduce 

emissions, while supporting workers, their families and their communities. Through the Net 

Zero Accelerator, Liberals have a plan to invest $8 billion to accelerate green jobs and Canada’s 

industrial transformation, with an extra $1.75 billion of targeted support for the aerospace 

sector to accelerate the transition. These funds have already unlocked private investments that 

will reduce our GHG emissions by up to 6 million tonnes per year. This is equivalent to taking 

more than 1.9 million passenger vehicles off the road. These and other investments such as in 

transit and home retrofits will will create jobs 

Independent analysis ranked the Liberal Plan the highest of the four major parties, well ahead 

of the others. The Liberal plan was the only plan found to be “effective” and “affordable”, while 

the NDP plan was ranked as “largely ineffective” and “unnecessarily costly.” Climate and 

economic experts say the NDP plan would cause business activity to move to other countries, 

resulting in  layoffs for Canadian workers and simply moving emissions abroad. The 

Conservatives would rollback climate action advanced by the Liberal government. Moreover, 

the Conservative Party’s record of climate inaction and obstruction speaks for itself. A 

Conservative victory would be a devastating blow for climate action. 

A re-elected Liberal government will: 

• Support a just transition for workers by: 

◦ Establishing a $2 billion Futures Fund for Alberta, Saskatchewan, and 

Newfoundland and Labrador that will be designed in collaboration with local 

communities and partners to create jobs and diversify the economy; 

◦ Launching a Clean Jobs Training Centre to help industrial, skill and trade workers 

across sectors to upgrade or gain new skills to be on the leading edge of zero 

carbon industry; 
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◦ Moving forward with Just Transition Legislation, guided by the feedback we 

receive from workers, unions, Indigenous peoples, communities, and provinces 

and territories. 

◦ These actions build on work the Liberals have already done including making the 

largest investment in history to train Canada’s workers ($1.78 billion) and 

establishing a Just Transition Task Force to provide advice on how best to 

support coal workers and their communities in the transition 

• Ambitiously reduce emissions from the fossil fuel sector: 

◦ Cap and cut oil and gas sector emissions 

▪ Make sure the oil and gas sector reduces emissions at a pace and scale 

needed to achieve net-zero by 2050, with 5-year targets to stay on track 

to achieving this shared goal. And driving down pollution starts with 

ensuring that pollution from the oil and gas sector doesn’t go up from 

current levels. 

▪ Set 2025 and 2030 milestones based on the advice of the Net-Zero 

Advisory Body to ensure reduction levels are ambitious and achievable 

and that the oil and gas sector makes a meaningful contribution to 

meeting the nation’s 2030 climate goals. 

◦ Cut methane emissions by requiring oil and gas companies to reduce methane 

emissions by at least 75% below 2012 levels by the broader economy; 

◦ Maintain position that new or expanded thermal coal mines are not aligned to 

Canada’s climate commitments; 

◦ Continue to phase-out conventional coal-fired electricity by 2030 and ban 

thermal coal exports from or through Canada by 2030. 

• Ensure climate change and workers are factored into decision-making: 

◦ Apply a mandatory climate lens to all government decision-making, including 

Cabinet and Budget decisions; 

◦ This builds on previous reforms by the Liberal government in the Impact 

Assessment Act, which ensures climate change impacts are assessed in every 

federal decision on major projects. 
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Does your party commit to ending all subsidies, public finance and other fiscal supports to the 

oil and gas sector, including both tax and non-tax measures, financial support provided through 

Export Development Canada and spending on the TransMountain pipeline and expansion 

project?  

Bloc québécois : Yes 

Green Party: Yes 

NDP: Prefer not to answer 

Liberal: Prefer not to answer (CAN-Rac assessment: No) 

If relevant, please elaborate 

Bloc québécois: The Bloc Québécois has been opposed to the Trans Mountain project from the 

beginning. 

The Bloc Québécois proposes to stop the expansion of the Trans Mountain pipeline and will 

oppose any project to export oil from the tar sands. 

The Liberal Party must stop claiming that the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion will help fight 

climate change, it's a ridiculous argument. Trans Mountain is an aberration for the climate and 

for public finances. 

For years, the Bloc Québécois has been demanding an end to all forms of Canadian subsidies 

for fossil fuels. The Minister of the Environment hides behind definitional debates to justify 

what he knows is unjustifiable. Canada committed to stop subsidizing fossil fuels at the G20 in 

2009 and again at the G7 in 2016, but after 12 years, they are still unable to define what a 

subsidy is. 

The Bloc Québécois reiterates its historic position against all forms of fossil fuel subsidies and 

demands their immediate abolition. We propose to redirect Quebec's share of the money 

invested in fossil fuels to clean energy in Quebec and our research centers, while maintaining 

the necessary funding for the transition away from fossil fuels in Western Canada. 
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NDP: New Democrats are opposed to the Trans Mountain expansion project. Subsidies for fossil 

fuel companies would be better spent to invest in renewable energy. That would be our 

approach. We believe there are much better options out there than investing public money 

in purchasing a bitumen pipeline. 

We would also take much more aggressive steps to support the energy sector workers that 

Justin Trudeau has let down. These are workers who are worried about their place in the 

changing global economy. And these are the workers – from construction, the trades, 

engineering - that will be needed to help build a low-carbon economy. 

Liberal: A re-elected Liberal government will: 

• Accelerate our G20 commitment to eliminate fossil fuel subsidies from 2025 to 2023; 

• Develop a plan to phase-out public financing of the fossil fuel sector, including from 

Crown corporations, consistent with our commitment to reach net-zero emissions by 

2050; 

• End any new direct government support for international carbon-intensive fossil fuel 

energy immediately; 

• Work with G20 partners to complete a peer review of Canada’s accelerated plan to 

phase out federal fossil fuel subsidies; 

• Require Canadian crown corporations to publicly disclose climate-related financial risks. 

Canada’s economic recovery and plan for a clean economy aims to ensure no community is left 

behind. Where a just transition for workers and the environmental justice of communities is 

paramount, we will continue public financing for workers, including those in the fossil fuel 

sectors. For example, when COVID hit, we financed the clean-up of orphaned oil and gas wells 

to keep people working in parts of the country that were especially hard hit early in the 

pandemic. These wells pose pollution risks to the health and wellbeing of rural and Indigenous 

communities. As a condition of funding, Canada is requiring that provinces update their oil well 

regulations to significantly reduce oil well liabilities to ensure abandoned and orphan wells no 

longer occur and to hold oil and gas companies accountable. 

 

We will pursue a divestment process for TMX after the expansion project is further de-risked, 
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and after engagement with First Nations and Metis groups are complete. Any profits would be 

directed toward investments in clean energy projects. 

Does your party commit to legislate the development of a national strategy to redress 

environmental racism, building on last Parliament's Bill C-230? 

Bloc québécois: Prefer not to answer (CAN-Rac assessment: No) 

Green Party: Yes 

NDP: Yes 

Liberal: Yes 

If relevant, please elaborate  

Bloc québécois: The Bloc Québécois voted in favour of Bill C-230 because we recognize that 

the federal government has a responsibility to certain populations in Canada who suffer 

inequalities in their relationship with the environment.  

The Bloc Québécois is concerned about the existence of geographic disparities in the standard 

of living and access to a quality environment and is concerned that poor or marginalized 

populations are more directly affected by these disparities. The Bloc Québécois supports 

government action to address the inequities experienced by minority communities in their 

relationship with the environment. 

However, we do not believe that adopting a pan-Canadian strategy is the right approach if we 

want to protect the rights of the entire population in terms of health and access to a quality 

environment. 

The best way to fight for environmental justice at the federal level is to fight to defend 

Quebec's environmental sovereignty. Some federal infrastructure (wharves, ports, airports, 

telecommunications infrastructure, federal property, etc.) is not covered by our environmental 

protection laws or municipal bylaws. Quebec's environmental protection and land use planning 

laws must apply throughout the province. 
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In Quebec, the right to live in a healthy environment that respects biodiversity has been 

enshrined in the Quebec Charter of Rights and Freedoms since 2006. The Canadian 

government may hope to introduce a similar right in the preamble of the Canadian 

Environmental Protection Act (CEPA), but its legal scope may be very weak. It may be mostly a  

symbolic victory.  

Environmental human rights will continue to grow. These rights, like the policies that will flow 

from them, must be universal. They must be enjoyed by all, regardless of their differences. Then 

we will have powerful legal tools to counter the inequities and discrimination, including those 

based on origin, language or cultural background, caused by unequal environmental factors 

such as exposure to pollution or deprivation of access to life-sustaining resources. 

That said, the best protection against inequality remains the Quebec social safety net and the 

defence of our collective choices. Quebec has chosen solidarity. In North America, Quebec 

remains the place where wealth is best distributed. Canada-wide standards or strategies often 

run counter to our collective choices and are counterproductive.  

Federal intrusions in social affairs are harmful and not adapted to Quebec's reality.  

NDP: Just like with COVID-19, we know that the most marginalized communities often 

experience the brunt of public emergencies due to systemic racism and other forms of 

systemic 

injustice. New Democrats supported Bill C-230, and were disappointed to see the bill die on 

the Order Paper again as a consequence of Justin Trudeau’s decision to call an election. We 

will build on this approach as well as creating an Office of Environmental Justice to address 

the disproportionate impacts of pollution and loss of biodiversity on low-income, racialized 

and other marginalized communities. 

Liberal: We are committed to advancing environmental justice. The air we breathe, the water 

we drink, the food we eat, and the land on which we live is central to our health and well-being. 

Too often, when toxic substances pollute our environment, it is Indigenous, lower income, or 

racialized communities that are most likely to suffer the consequences. 

That’s why a re-elected Liberal government will: 
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• Recognize the “right to a healthy environment” for the first time in federal law. 

• Table legislation to require the Minister of Environment and Climate Change to examine 

the link between race, socio-economic status, and exposure to environmental risk, and 

develop a strategy to address environmental justice. 

• Identify and prioritize the clean-up of contaminated sites in areas where Indigenous, 

racialized, and low- income Canadians live. 

• Implement a comprehensive action plan to protect Canadians, including firefighters', 

from exposure to toxic flame retardants found in household products.
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