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Press Release 

Canada misses end of March deadline for announcing its contribution to 

global efforts to reduce carbon pollution 

Ottawa, Canada. April 1, 2015. Canada, as part of the ongoing United Nations climate negotiations, should 

have announced by the end of March its plan for contributing to global efforts to reduce carbon pollution. We’ve 

written Prime Minister Stephen Harper to offer advice on what a comprehensive contribution to the Paris climate 

negotiations should look like. 

We believe three Rs should define Canada’s approach to climate protection: Respect, Responsibility and 

Restraint. Respect requires humility in accepting the scientific facts that tell us the atmosphere has a limit to the 

amount of carbon pollution it can take before shifting in ways that put people and the environment we rely on at 

risk. Responsibility requires accepting that we should care about the harm climate disruption will bring, 

especially to the most vulnerable at home and around the world, and to doing our fair share to stop it. Restraint 

requires that we accept that we must set ambitious, enforceable targets to manage carbon pollution at home and 

to invest around the world to help others reduce their carbon pollution and to adapt to climate change. 

Adhering to the three Rs of climate protection requires Canada to commit to cut our domestic carbon pollution 

by at least one third over the next 10 years (for comparison to other country targets this is equivalent to 35% 

below 2005 by 2025). Canada also needs to commit to contributing $4 billion in public finance by 2020, as part 

of the $100 billion per year commitment made by industrialized countries in Copenhagen. This financing should 

be divided equally between projects that reduce emissions and projects that boost resilience and adaptation.  

At home, Canada needs a nationally coordinated climate plan that:  

1. Establishes a meaningful price on carbon for polluters across the country. The federal government will 

need to work with provinces and territories to set a level playing field and ensure the price on carbon 

pollution increases rapidly over time.   

2. Ends subsidies to the oil, coal and gas sector that encourage exploration, development, refining, and 

export of these sources of energy and redirect those subsidies toward low-impact renewable energy 

generation, energy efficiency and conservation.  



 

3. Stimulates sustainable transportation by investing in accessible urban and intercity public transit and 

active transportation like cycling and walking, discouraging single-occupancy automobile use, and 

shifting freight movement from road to rail through partnerships with provinces and cities. 

4. Builds on provincial/territorial efforts to develop a Canadian Energy Strategy to set national stretch 

targets for renewable energy development (from wind, solar, biomass, hydro), energy efficiency, and 

low or zero-emitting vehicles on the road.  

5. Establishes stringent energy efficiency and conservation improvement standards for all new homes and 

buildings, appliances, equipment, and vehicles.  

6. Ensures all federal funding for infrastructure investments are tied to meeting stringent criteria adapting 

to long-term climate change.  

7. Accelerates research and development in emerging renewable energy and energy efficiency 

technologies, including storage, with the aim of positioning Canada at the forefront of the global clean 

energy revolution.  

The European Union has announced it will reduce carbon pollution 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030. The 

United States has announced a target of 26 to 28 percent below 2005 by 2025. China has agreed to cap 

emissions by 2030 or sooner and to generate 20 percent of its energy from non-fossil fuel sources in the same 

time frame. Mexico announced it will peak its emissions by 2026. 

“We know the technology needed to achieve climate protection is available and cost-effective. We know that 

carbon pollution is now at levels so high that dangerous climate disruption is becoming harder and harder to 

avoid. Failing to act now is a question of character,” says Louise Comeau, Executive Director of Climate Action 

Network Canada. Canada and Canadians need to commit to the 3Rs of climate protection. Without respect, 

responsibility and restraint, climate protection and the potential to flourish now and tomorrow will slip through 

our hands. 

Contact: Louise Comeau, 1-506-238-0355; lcomeau@climateactionnetwork.ca; Steven Guilbault, Équiterre, 

guilbeault@equiterre.org , 1-514-231-2650; Dale Marshall, Environmental Defence, 

dmarshall@environmentaldefence.ca , 1-613-868-9917. 

Climate Action Network Canada – Réseau action climat Canada (CAN-Rac Canada) is a non-partisan coalition of more than 100 

organizations from across the country that cares about how a changing climate affects people, plants and wildlife. Our Network believes that it 

is reckless not to invest now to keep our families and communities safe, especially when solutions are affordable. We are working together to 

advance solutions to managing our carbon pollution through sustainable and equitable development 
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