


Nepal is one of the world’s poorest countries 
and has little capability to cope with the  
impacts of climate change. Although Nepal’s 
contribution to the problem is tiny – Nepal’s 
annual greenhouse gas emissions are only 
about 0.025 percent of the global total – the 
impacts of climate change are immense.  
Nepal already faces an erratic monsoon 
pattern that causes serious problems for 
agriculture. Winter rains in the last thirty 
years have also decreased, resulting in  
low productivity and poor harvests. Ne -
pal has one of the world’s highest rates of 
malnutrition, so climate impacts on food  
security are a huge problem for us.

Another daunting challenge Nepal faces 
is that glaciers are receding at a faster rate 
than ever. This poses the great threat of 
Glacier Lakes Outburst Floods (GLOF). Ac-
�J�V�Y�K�P�U�N�� �[�V�� �<�U�P�[�L�K�� �5�H�[�P�V�U�Z�� �,�U�]�P�Y�V�U�T�L�U�[�H�S��
Progr http://www.theodora.com/wfb/pho -
tos/nepal/himalayan_peaks_nepal_photo.
�Q�W�N�� �H�T�� ���<�5�,�7���� �V�]�L�Y�� ������ �N�S�H�J�P�H�S�� �S�H�R�L�Z�� �O�H�]�L��
the potential to outburst. When glacial 
lakes burst their bounds, they cause seri-
ous damage - taking lives, destroying liveli-
hoods, property and infrastructure.  
 Nepal is already a poor country and has 
limited capacity to respond to these chal-
lenges. It now faces the threat unpredict-
able rainfall and unprecedented level of 
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ing poverty and food insecurity. 

Nepal is both a part of Least Developed 
Countries (LDC) and G77 plus China. It is 
vital that the Copenhagen Agreement be 
a real success to deliver effective support 
and address adverse climate change im-
pacts in LDCs like Nepal. 

For LDCs, a successful agreement in 
Copenhagen must at the very least deliver:
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Himalayan Paradise IN Danger: 
WILL Nepal be rescued? 

tation of National Adaptation Programme of 
Actions (NAPA) which addresses immediate 
and urgent needs of the LDCs
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Assistance (ODA). 

And, most importantly, it must deliver a 
deal that keeps global temperature rise as 
far below 1.5°C as possible. Without that, 
many communities in Nepal won’t even be 
able to adapt to climate change impacts.

However, the political commitment 
demonstrated by the developed coun -
tries in the negotiations to meet this need  
is insignificant. Aggregate targets for 
deep emission cuts of greenhouse gases 
from the developed countries are still elu-
sive. Developed countries must reduce 
their emission as demanded by science 
(-45% by 2020 and -95%  by 2050, below  
1990 levels). 

Another important aspect is the ad -
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meet the cost of adaptation. They must 
commit at least 100 billion dollars yearly by 
2020 for adaptation alone. Vulnerable coun-
tries like Nepal must also be supported with 
adequate capacity building and appropriate 
technology needed for adapting to the ad-
verse impact of climate change. 

Nepal is struggling to meet its basic 
needs like food, water, education, health 
and infrastructure facilities, and in ad -
dition to that, the country now has the  
daunting challenge of tackling climate 
change. This is not possible without the 
support of developed countries. After all 
they are the ones responsible for the cause 
of the problem and have the technological 
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Our sincere hope in the run-up to the 
Copenhagen is that developed countries 
show the urgently needed leadership in tack-
ling climate change and that their engage-
ment in the UN climate change negotiations 
is constructive and fosters a strong agree-
ment towards avoiding climate catastrophe. 

and natural resources”. The island state is thus endowed with a small 
buffer when it comes to the question of coastal erosion due to rising  
water levels. Tuvalu already is experiencing land loss in part due to an-
thropogenic factors.

Most of the previously mentioned adverse effects of climate change 
overstrain atoll countries like Tuvalu. They do not have the capacity to 
react and adapt in an adequate manner. This results from a combination of 
different factors including limited access to capital, human resources 
and technology, or simply relates to the size of the country.

Internal migration, coupled with the expected population increase 
of up to 26,000 by 2050 (UNFCCC 1999, p. 5) is anticipated to increase 
the demand for the already less available land and resources. It is ex-
pected to result in the overexploitation of both the land and the sea for 
resources, force an importation of food, and therefore increase solid 
waste pollution. The resulting changes or damage to the ecosystem 
would only intensify Tuvalu’s vulnerability toward the effects of inunda-
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The frightening reality is that Climate Change is here to stay, no mat-
ter what we do, we can not stop thiis - the clock is ticking and we need to 
ALL work together to save our future generation.

“We don’t inherit the earth from our ancestors;  
we borrow it from our children”

Tuvalu: A Casualty of Inaction on Climate Change (cont from page 1)


